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his schemes would receive at the hands of a British
committee no more and no less consideration than
those of any British officer, he decided that Baghdad
was no place for him, and returned to Syria. His
visit confirmed Colonel Wilson in his impatience of
the criticism that was being levied at his administra-
tion by the men who claimed the right to govern
themselves in their own way, and on the igth July
he telegraphed a vehement protest against the pro-
posed reply to the demand of the Baghdadi officers
for a National Government in Mesopotamia and
strongly deprecated any pronouncement being
drawn, from His Majesty's Government by such
small fry. Mr. Montagu concurred generally in
his criticism of the actual terms of the suggested
answer, but said that he shared Lord Curzon's
opinion that it would be impolitic to ignore the
repeated requests of the Baghdadi officers for a re-
assurance on the future policy of His Majesty's
Government. He suggested that the line to be
taken should be that, pending a decision by the
Peace Conference as to who was to be the manda-
tory and what the nature of the mandate, it would
be premature to attempt constitutional experiments;
that His Majesty's Government had no desire to
prejudice that decision; that the memorialists
appeared to have been misinformed as to the pro-
gress of events in Mesopotamia ; that if they visited
the country they would find that certain steps,
namely the formation of provincial and divisional
councils, were already being taken to ensure such
measure of Arab participation as was compatible
with the military occupation of a region whose
political future was still undetermined ; and that
the appointment of Naji Beg showed the desire of